Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
Meeting of the Council to be held on Tuesday 26th September 2023
  at Llanymynech Village Hall immediately following 

the Joint Meeting with Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council
A G E N D A

1. Apologies for Absence. 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 25th July 2023 (previously circulated)
4    
Matters arising from the minutes.
5    
Finance

5.1.    
Current position
5.2.
Internal Audit Report
5.3.
Approval of Payments

6
Planning 
7
Other matters

7.1.
Montgomery Canal Development Project
7.2.
Social media activity for the Council
 

7.3.
Village Hall Governing Document

8.
Amenities
8.1.
Walls Bridge Playground and football field
9
Highways and Byways

9.1
Road repairs, verges & potholes
9.2
Chapel Lane
9.3
Cae Haidd,
10.
To receive Reports on Meetings from outside bodies

10.1
Burial Board

10.2
Powys CC and Town and Community Councils meeting
10.3
Village Hall

10.4
CHC Meeting

11.
Correspondence

11.1
For decision
11.2
To note.
12
Any other business
13
To confirm the date for the next meeting 
Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
PAPERS FOR THE 

MEETING OF CARREGHOFA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Tuesday 26th September 2023
Item 4  Matters Arisning from the minutes

4.1 
Community Awards (Ref min 7.4) 
Cllr Dover

4.2.
Winter Warm Bank (Ref min 7.5)
Cllr Parry
Item 5.
  Finance report
5.1.
Current position

The Council’s accounts as at Thursday 21st September 2023 were as follows:-

Deposit account: 
£ 17578.84 The second tranche of the Precept, £3820.00 was paid on 

31st August
Current account:  
£ 412.13
Pension account   
£ 73.63
5.2
Internal Audit Report
The following report was submitted by JDH Business Services and, following consultation with the Chairman, sent to the Welsh Government External Auditor.

The internal audit is carried out by the following testing of the internal controls specified 

on the Annual Return for local councils in Wales:

� Checking that books of account have been properly kept throughout the year

� Checking a sample of payments to ensure that the Council’s financial regulations have been met, payments are supported by invoices, expenditure is approved, and VAT is correctly accounted for

� Reviewing the Council’s risk assessment and ensuring that adequate arrangements are in place to manage all identified risks

� Verifying that the annual precept request is the result of a proper budgetary process; that budget progress has been regularly monitored and that the council’s reserves are appropriate

� Checking income records to ensure that the correct price has been charged, income has been received, recorded and promptly banked and VAT is correctly accounted for

� Reviewing petty cash records to ensure payments are supported by receipts, expenditure is approved and VAT is correctly accounted for

� Checking that salaries to employees have been paid in accordance with Council approvals and that PAYE and NI requirements have been properly applied

� Checking the accuracy of the asset and investments registers

� Testing the accuracy and timeliness of periodic and year-end bank account reconciliation(s)

� Year-end testing on the accuracy and completeness of the financial statements 

� Where the Council is sole trustee of a charity, checking that the Council has procedures in place to meet its responsibilities as a sole trustee

Conclusion

On the basis of the internal audit work carried out, which was limited to the tests indicated above, in our view the council’s system of internal controls is in place, adequate for the purpose intended and effective, subject to the issues reported in the action plan overleaf. As part of the internal audit work for the next financial year we will follow up all recommendations included in the action plan.

	Issue
	Recommendation

	The bank balance on the annual return is incorrect as it doesn’t include the petty cash balance of £13


	The annual return should be amended as follows:

Total cash and investments £14,970



	The Council purchased picnic tables during 2022/23 which have been added to the asset register at the gross purchase cost of £1338 (which includes VAT). These should be included at the net purchase cost of  £1,115.

The picnic tables have not been included in the asset register total and the asset register balance on the annual return.
	The asset register should be updated to include the picnic tables cost of £1,115.

The annual return should be amended as follows:

Total fixed assets = £52,488

	Outstanding issue:

The risk assessment does not address the risks of supplier (procurement) fraud and other risks related to online banking.


	The risk assessment should be updated to include supplier (procurement) fraud including the adequacy of supplier onboarding controls.




Council is asked to formally approve the Internal Audit Report
5.3.
Approval of Payments

TEEC 12 months website hosting. Transfer of Domain. Transfer/ purchase .org.uk domain £583.19
Council is asked to approve the above payment

6.
Planning

There are no planning applications for consideration this month.
7
Other Matters
7.1. 
Montgomery Canal Development Project - Update
7.1.1.The August update from Katie Woodroffe is attached as a separate document to these papers.
7.1.2. Comments from a local resident.
a) The funding is from Powys County Council and, therefore, applies to Wales. What funding is there, if any, for the English part of the canal to connect Llanymynech to the navigable sections beyond Pant.

If the canal cannot be made  navigable then it is pointless spending money to put in new roads and bridges and take away a large part of the Council’s playground for no economic benefit from canal traffic.

b) The project so far has concentrated on dredging and environmental issues. If the canal does not open to traffic the  effects will be rendered void because, over time, regrowth will occur. Would it not be sensible to undertake the major engineering works first.

These questions could be put to the Canal & Rivers Trust representatives at the meeting.
7.1.3 Canal Adoptions.

At the last meeting Council requested further information about adopting a section of the Montgomery Canal especially regarding the commitment that the Council would have to make. The following was received from Katie Woodroffe of the C&TRT. She recommends the ‘Helping Hands Adoption’ as being suitable for community councils.

Adoptions

Adopting your own stretch of waterway can mean signing up for simple tasks like regular litter picks or creating a new green space for your whole community to enjoy.

Adoption Agreements are a partnership with organisations of many differing types: residents associations, parish councils, sports clubs, health support services and many more.

Finding your perfect fit

We'll help you figure out the perfect way to adopt, and give you the support you need along the way. We welcome all sorts of small and large organisations, we just ask that you are an affiliated group (for example a parish council or canal society) with a minimum of six people to volunteer.

Our three adoption types: 

· Community adoption
Groups are asked to adopt one mile or more for a year and to volunteer at least once a month. This type of adoption best suits groups with more experience that are able to lead and manage their own activities.

· Helping hands adoption
Great for groups that fancy adopting a smaller area and might need a bit of help getting going. We ask these groups to volunteer about once a month for a year.

· Pocket adoption
This is the mini adoption option, volunteering in the same area for five days in one go or over a few months. This adoption can be in a much smaller area and really suits people keen to improve an area close to home. 

One-off and regular work parties

We can work with you to jointly run volunteering sessions with your organisation.

We regularly work with organisations who are only able to work with us for a single day or a short term, one-off project. Likewise, we also work with organisations keen to come out regularly, because they’ve got time for a longer term project and want to oversee regular maintenance.

Council is asked to decide how it wishes to proceed in this matter.
7.2.
Social media activity for the Council
 
Verbal update (IP)

7.3.
Village Hall Governing Document
The following has been received from Cllr Savage in her role as Secretary of the Village Hall Committee:-

The committee of Llanymynech Village Hall have been looking at our governing document as it has been discovered that it has not kept up with changes in the law. We have had lots of advice from Graham Betts from Community Resource and have produced an amended First Schedule. 

As Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council and Carreghofa Community Councils are the two custodian trustees, I have attached  what will be our new governing document if the Charity Commission approve it.

We have also been advised to have the hall  vested in the Official Custodian and to update the land registry details to reflect this.
A copy of the Governing document is attached to these papers.

Council is asked what action, if any, to take in this matter.
Item 8
Amenities

Walls Bridge Playground and Football Field

8.1.
Verbal report on continuing issues
Item 9

Highways and Byways    

9.1.
Road Repairs & Potholes

Verbal update
9.2
Chapel Lane
Verbal Update
9.3.
Cae Haidd,
Verbal update
Item 10 
To receive Reports on Meetings from outside bodies

10.1.
Burial Board

10.2 
Powys CC and Town and Community Councils meeting
10.3
Village Hall

10.4.
Montgomeryshire Local Committee Meeting of the Powys Community Health Council
Item 12 Correspondence
11.1
For Decision
There is no correspondence requiring a decision
11.2.
To note
Council is asked to note the following e-mails circulated to councillors since the last meeting.
	From
	Date
	Subject

	One Voice Wales
	31st July
	Training Dates August

	Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities via OVW
	3rd August
	Community Ownership Fund

	Welsh Government via OVW
	3rd August
	Delivery of Nature Networks Map

	Russell George MS
	3rd August
	August newsletter

	Powys County Council
	8th August
	Planning decisions

	Powys County Council
	8th August
	Planning Application Notification 23/1140/HH

	Mid & West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
	8th August
	Consultation on future of the Fire & Rescue service

	Llanymynech & Pant P. C.
	11th August
	July Parish Council meeting - draft minutes

	Play Wales
	11th August
	August e bulletin

	Play Wales
	18th August
	Upcoming events

	Craig Williams MP
	18th August
	August newsletter

	PAVO
	23rd August
	Making a difference in Powys Fund

	Welsh Government via OVW
	23rd August
	Newsletter

	One Voice Wales
	18th September
	Training dates

	Powys County Council Family Information Service
	18th September
	Community events

	Mid & West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
	18th September
	August magazine

	One Voice Wales
	18th September
	Annual conference and AGM

	Citizen’s Advice Powys
	18th September
	Impact Report

	One Voice Wales
	18th September
	On-line joint event with SLCC

	Russell George MS
	18th September
	September newsletter

	Play Wales
	19th September
	September e-bulletin

	Craig Williams MP
	19th September
	September newsletter

	County Cllr Arwel Jones
	19th September
	Options Report, Llandrinio Bridge

	Calon Hearts
	19th September
	Petition

	Welsh Government via OVW
	19th September
	Welsh Review Authority newsletter

	GEN Cymru
	19th September
	Welsh Frankton connection

	One Voice Wales
	21st September
	Newsletter

	Play Wales
	21st September
	Adult learners Week


Item 13.
Any other business from councillors
Item 14. 
Date of the next meeting  
Tuesday 31st  October at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall
6

